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Open House 
Saturday, August 23, 2008 

2:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
Church Parlor 

 
Candidating Sermon 

Sunday, August 24, 2008 
10:00 a.m. Worship Service 

11:00 a.m. Congregational Meeting 
 

It is with great joy that the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee recommends for candidacy The Reverend Sara 

Elizabeth Ver Burg for Associate Pastor of Memorial Presbyterian Church. 

Sara is a lifelong member of Christ Presbyterian Church in Tucson, Arizona, where she grew up.  There she served in 

many volunteer capacities ς all involving kids! She taught Sunday School, served on the Christian Education Committee, 

sang in the Child and Adult Choirs, rang in the Bell Choir, worked as Youth Advisor and Camp Counselor, and served as 

Small Group Leader at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium. It was at Christ Presbyterian Church where she was ordained 

as Youth Elder at the age of 15.   

 

With that impressive background, Sara went on to receive her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Religious Studies from Hope 

College in Holland, Michigan, and her Master of Divinity Degree from San Francisco Theological Seminary in San 

Anselmo, California.  She was ordained to the ministry of Word and Sacrament on March 20, 2005, and most recently 

served as Associate Pastor of Pilgrimage Presbyterian Church in Lilburn, Georgia since January 2005.  



 

Sara will be preaching at Memorial Church at our worship service on Sunday, August 24 at 10:00 a.m., which will be 

followed by a Congregational Meeting. You will also have the opportunity to meet Sara, along with her husband, Karl, 

and their two-year-old daughter, Adriana, on Saturday, August 23 in the church parlor between 2:00 ς 6:00 p.m.  As you 

read through this pamphlet, we know you will share in our enthusiasm as you come to know Sara and realize what a gift 

she will be to our mission and ministry together.   

With gratitude, 

The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee 

Greg Dietzen, Amanda Doersch, Laura Frye, Gayle Hardt, Tracey Hornung, Jill McElhaney, John Meier, and Susan Schuldes 

 

3ÏÍÅ ÅØÃÅÒÐÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÁÒÁȭÓ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ &ÏÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȡ 

 

On her faÉÔÈȣ 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΚ aȅ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ 

funeral without crying. This is because I truly care, and I have a deep love for the people of God and want to serve as 

DƻŘ ŎŀƭƭǎΦέ 

 

On Christian education minisÔÒÙȣ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜΦ L ƭƻǾŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 

ages as we all seek to learn and grow in faith. I see myself in the heart of that ministry. When there is a lock-ƛƴΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ 

ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ±.{Σ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŦŦƛƴǎΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 

 

On the church ÓÈÅ ÉÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒȣ 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ǉassionate for Jesus Christ and his ministry. 

I want to be a part of a community where the love, imagination, laughter, and passion for God seep from every crevice. 

My husband would also like me to look for a call where we could occasionally get a snow day.έ 

 

/Î ÈÅÒ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÓ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȣ 

άtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ŦŜŜƭ Ƴȅ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻŘŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

with those gifts. I continue to expand in gifts of spiritual development, pastoral care, and preaching. I also will bring a 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳƻǊΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŘŜŜǇ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ 

 

On ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔȣ 

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ aƛŎŀƘ сΥуΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǳǎ Ψǘƻ Řƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ƭƻǾŜ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ǿƛth 

ώƻǳǊϐ DƻŘΦΩ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

accomplish that mission without great fanfare and trumpets but through humble hearts as Christ did. The word 

Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦΩ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ aȅ 

ministry is shaped by remembering Matthew 28:19-нлΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 

 

/Î ÙÏÕÔÈ ÉÎ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȣ 

ά¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿƘŜƴ ǘhey are engaged in missionary efforts. I enjoy playing games and watching 

movies, but I feel like I am serving Christ best when my hands are covered in mud or paint. At Pilgrimage Church, one of 

my favorite mission programs is DUCT TAPE (Disciples Under Construction Transforming Through Advocacy, Prayer, and 

Encouragement), because duct tape fixes everything! Through this program, we serve breakfast to the homeless, 

maintain a Civil War era cemetery, work on landscaping projects for the elderly, conduct food drives, and participate in 



hunger walks. It is important for the community to know that our young people are striving to make a difference in the 

world because their hearts are ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 

 

/Î ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȣ 

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ministerial leadership from the mindset of shepherding; I am called as a guide to assist people in nurturing 

their spiritual life and in the development of discipleship for Christ. Ultimately, my task as a leader is to give people the 

tools to be able to strengthen themselves. In that respect I also see myself as a cement worker, laying the foundation 

upon which the life is built.έ 

 

Sara has received the unanimous support of the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee: 

 ά{ŀǊŀ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9Řucation and has demonstrated her ability to develop successful programming for all 

ŀƎŜǎΦ L ŀƳ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ τ 

Gayle Hardt 

ά! ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ CƻǊƳǎ Ǉŀǎsed through our committee for consideration, before and since Sara Ver 

.ǳǊƎΩǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘΦ !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΣ {ŀǊŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻǳǘΦ IŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ƘŜǊ Ǉassion for 

serving God and working with youth, with creativity, humor and love. Welcome to our church family, Sara. We pray 

DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ τ Laura Frye 

άL ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǊŀ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΤ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦέ τ Amanda Doersch 

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ {ŀra, you immediately sense the joy she receives from working with children and youth. She will bring 

Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ at/ΗΗέ τ Tracey Hornung 

άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǊŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ have been 

looking for.έ τ Greg Dietzen 

ά{ŀǊŀ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΦ {ŀǊŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀǊƪ ƻǳǊ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ  ŦƻǊΗέ τ Susan Schuldes 

ά{ŀǊŀΩǎ ŜȄǳōŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛng with youth shines through the minute you meet ƘŜǊΧǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ȊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ 

ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƴ ƛǎ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΦέ ς Jill McElhaney 


